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TAGS: MARR, MILL KS, US 

SUBJ: PRESS REACTION ON SECURITY CONSULTATIVE MEETING (SCM) 

SUMMARY: TOP STORY IN SEPT 24 AND 25 PRESS WAS SCM. 

MAIN THEMES WERE RECONCILIATION OF REPORTED DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN ROK-US VIEWS ON SECURITY THREAT AND TWO YEAR 
DELAY IN COMPLETION ARMED FORCES MODERNIZATION PLAN. 
EDITORIALS WERE CRITICAL OF TREND IN US TO UNDERESTIMATE 
NORTH KOREAN THREAT. END SUMMARY. 

1. PRESS REPORTS THAT FIRST DAY SCM SESSION CHIEFLY 
DEVOTED TO EVALUATION COMMUNIST THREAT TO ROK. DEPSECDEF 
CLEMENTS QUOTED IN ARRIVAL STATEMENT AS SAYING ASIA AS 
WHOLE MOVING TOWARD STABILITY IN SPITE EXISTENCE OF OLD 
ANTAGONISMS. SEC CLEMENTS REPORTED AS CITING GROWTH 

ROK ECONOMY, PRESENCE OF UNC FORCES IN KOREA. AND 
ROK-US MUTUAL DEFENSE TREATY AS MAJOR FACTORS 
PREVENTING MILITARY PROVOCATION FROM NORTH. 
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2. DEFENSE MINISTER SUH REPORTEDLY EMPHASIZED 
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INCREASING NORTH KOREAN THREAT CONTENDING THAT 
MODERNIZATION NORTH'S MILITARY HAD RESULTED 
IN IMBALANCE AFFECTING SECURITY OF JAPAN AND US 
AS WELL AS ROK. PRESS REPORTS THAT DIFFERENCES IN 
THREAT EVALUATION LARGELY RECONCILED IN FIRST 
DAY'S SESSION AND THAT NO MAJOR DIFFERENCES 
EXIST. U.S. SOURCES QUOTED AS DESCRIBING SECURITY 
SITUATION AS "TENSE" DUE TO NORTH KOREA’S IMPROVED 
MILITARY CAPABILITIES. 

3. MINISTER SUH REPORTEDLY CALLED FOR PROMPT 
COMPLETION MOD PLAN. "INFORMED U.S. SOURCES" ARE 

QUOTED AS STATING THAT COMPLETION MODERNIZATION PROGRAM 
WILL BE DELAYED UNTIL 1977 AND THAT CREDIT WILL BE 
SUBSTITUTED FOR GRANT AID IN LINE WITH TREND IN US 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS. US AND ROK REPORTEDLY AGREED 
THAT MOD PROGRAM SHOULDBE COMPLETED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

4. IN ADDITION TO ABOVE THEMES VERNACULAR PRESS 
EMPHASIZED AGREEMENT BETWEEN US AND ROK ON NEED TO 
DEVELOP MODERN DEFENSE INDUSTRY IN KOREA. 

5. OTHER ITEMS UNDER DISCUSSION REPORTEDLY WERE 
NORTH KOREAN USE OF JAPAN AS BASE FOR "SUBVERSIVE" 

ACTIVITIES IN ROK AND CLARIFICATION THAT 1954 
ROK-US MUTUAL DEFENSE TREATY IS BASIS FOR US 
MILITARY PRESENCE IN KOREA INDEPENDENT OF UNC STATUS. 

6. EDITORIAL COMMENT WAS CRITICAL OF INCREASING 
TENDENCY IN US TO VIEW KOREAN SITUATION ONLY IN 
CONTEXT GREAT POWER DETANTE AND THUS TO UNDERESTIMATE 
THREAT TO ROK FROM A NORTH KOREA STILL INTENT ON 
UNIFICATION BY FORCE. SEPT 24 HANKUK ILBO AND ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE KOREA TIMES CITED NORTH'S WESTERN ISLANDS 
PROVOCATIONS, SINKING OF FISHING BOATS AND POLICE 
PATROL BOAT, AND ATTEMPTED ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT 
PARK AS EVIDENCE OF INCREASING BELLIGERENCE BY NORTH 
KOREA. MORE GENERALLY, EDITORIALS CALLED ON SCM TO REACH 
AGREEMENT ON: 

- AUTOMATIC US MILITARY INTERVENTION IN CASE OF AN "INCIDENT." 
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- U.S. ASSURANCE NOT TO WITHDRAW OR REDUCE 
FORCES IN KOREA 

- QUICK IMPLEMENTATION OF MODERNIZATION PLAN 

- U.S. ASSISTANCE FOR DEVELOPMENT ROK DEFENSE INDUSTRY 

7. PRO-GOVERNMENT KYONGHYANG SINMUN WROTE SEPT 25 
THAT US MILITARY ASSISTANCE IS TO MAINTAIN BALANCE 
ON KOREAN PENINSULA AND SHOULD NOT BE LINKED 
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TO DOMESTIC DEVELOPMENTS. 

ERICSON 
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